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Los Angeles Bureau of Engineering Summary

Summary

The purpose of this Community Impact Assessment (CIA) is to assess the potential impacts of$heh

Street Park, Arts, River and Connectivity Improvements (PARC) Projggroposed Project) related to
aesthetics, land use and planning, populatioand housing, public services, utilities and service systems,
transportation and traffic, air quality, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, and
noise, and how those impacts map £FAAO OEA AT 11 O1 EOQUB8 O e BAlGafeArOA O
the Project Study Area. This CIA has been prepared in accordance with the California Enmimental
Quiality Act (CEQARNd theL.A. CEQA Thresholds Guf@aty of Los Angeles, 2006)

The CIA includes a discussn of the proposed Roject, the existing setting of the Project Area, including
census data for the Project Area and surrounding areas, and the regulatory framework with respect to
community character, facilities and services, and safety. In addition, th€lA identifies potential
community impacts associated withthe proposed Project and recommendBest Management Practices
(BMP) and/or mitigation measures.

The Sixth Street Viaduct Division of the City of Los Angeles (City) Department of Public Works (DPW
Bureau of Engineering (BOE), is proposing the construction of the PARC Project. pheposed Project
includes the creation of public recreational space on approximatel§3 acres in areas underneath and
adjacent to the Sixth Street Viaduct (Viaductbetween Mateo Street to the west anthe United States
Highway 101 (U.S. 101) to the easin the city of Los Angeles. The proposed Project will span from the
Downtown LA Arts Dstrict over the Los Angeles River (River) to Boyle Heights. The Project Area is
I TAAOAA ET #1 O1 AEI $EOOOEAO pt AO OEA AT O1 AAOU
Heights Community Plan areas.

Construction is expected tdegin at theend of 2021 and be completed by the end of 2028s summarized

in the following table, the proposed Projectwould have thepotential to result in impacts on community
character, community facilities and services, and community safeps result of the constuction and/or
operation of the proposed public recreational spaceHowever, best management practices and
mitigation measureswould be implemented, such thatpotential impacts would be less than significant
under CEQAThe proposed Projectwould result in several beneficial impacts, such agroviding parks
and recreational facilities for underserved communities in primarily industrial and commercial areas.

Sixth StreePARQroject June2019
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Summary of Potential Impacts

Environmental
Resource

Potential Impact

Community Character

Aesthetics

TheproposedProject would ot result in a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista,
conflict with regulations governing scenic quality, or result in new sources of substantis
light or glare. Thereforampacts would be less than signifi¢an

Land Use and Planning

TheproposedProject wouldnot conflict with land use plans, policies, or regulations. In
addition, the proposed Project would be compatible with surrounding land Ugeexefore,
impacts would be less than significant.

Population and
Housing

TheproposedProject wouldnot directlyor indirectly induce substantial unplanned
population growth.Therefore, impacts would be less than significant.

Community Facilities and Services

Public Services

Theproposed Project could affect service ratios and response timesnfi@rgency service
providers. Howevenneasures to address transportation impacts would be implemented
The proposed Project would provide additional recreation and park services that may
alleviate the demand for other existing parks and recreational faslinthe surrounding
communities.Therefore, impacts would be less than significant.

Utilities and Service
Systems

The proposedProject would include construction and operational best management
practices to promote beneficial stormwater treatment and/or captufiere are adequate
facilities to meet theutility demands of the proposed Proje®@uring utility installation and
relocations, he City would coordinate with service providers to ensure that there are no
disruptions in utility serviceS.herefore, impacts would be less than significant.

Transportation and
Traffic

Construction of the proposed Project would require the o§eoadways surrounding the
construction siteby vehicles and equipment, whichay result in temporary impacts to the
circulation systemOperation of the proposed Project would increase the use of the
circulation system and parking surrounding the Profeea.However, the proposed Projed
would include implementation of and mitigation measures to reduce potential
transportationimpacts in the project area. Therefore, impacts would be less than
significant.

Community Safety

Air Quality

Construction of tle proposed Project would result amconsiderabléncreaseof emissions in
the project area. However, the proposed Project would include implementation of best
management practices and mitigation measures to reduce potential air qualftsgtsto
the project area Therefore, impacts would be less than significant.
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Hazards and Hazardou
Materials

Project construction would require the removal of contaminated soils and the use of
construction materialshat would be considered hazardous. Howevée transporation,
use, and disposal of these materials would be conducted in compliance with applicablg
federal, state, and local laws pertaining to the safe handling, transport, and disposal of
hazardous matdrials.Operation of the proposed Project may require the use of hazardoy
materials during operation, such as paint for the sports field(s), pesticides and fertilizer
the landscaping, and other materials used for maintenance of the facilities. Hamard
materials would be properly handled, contained, transported, and disposed of in
compliance with applicable laws and regulatiomterefore, impacts would be less than
significant.

With implementation of best management pitiaes, he proposed Projeawould not

Hydrology and Water | pollute or contaminatesurface waters or groundwaters. A public safety plan would be
Quality implemented to reduce the potential to harm people during flood events. Therefore,
impacts would be less than significamith mitigation.
The proposed Project would resultiimcreasedevels of noisdevels during construction.
Noise However, the proposed Project would include implementation of best management

practices and mitigation measures to reduce potential noise impacts in the project arez
Therefore, impacts would be less than significant.
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Chapter 1
Introduction

The City of Los Angeles, Department of Public Works, Bureaukigineering is proposing to construct
the Sixth Street Park, Arts, River and Connectivity Improvements (PARC) Projgatoposed Project). The
proposedProject consists of the creation of public recreational space on approximately Acres in areas
underneath and adjacent to the Sixth Street Viaduct. The purpose of this Community Impact Assessment
(CIA) is to assess the potential impacts dfie proposed Projectrelated to aesthetics, air quality, hazards
and hazardous materials, land use and planningioise, population and housing, public services,
recreation, transportation and traffic, and utilities and service systemsnd how those impacts may affect
the people, institutions, communities, neighborhoods, and larger social and economic systems within the
Project Study Area. This CIA has been prepared the proposed Projectin accordance with the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and other substantive environmental laws applicable to the subjects
addressed in this document.

1.1 What is a Community Im@act Assessmeri

The purpose of this report is to provide information regardingcommunity character and public safety
effects ofthe proposed Projectso that final project decisions will be made in the public interst. CEQA
only requires consideration of s@ial and economic impactsf these impactscontribute to, or are caused
by, physical impacts on the environmentThe report is intended to clearly describe the relevant existing
conditions andthe potential community impacts ofthe proposed Project

1.2 Reguatory Setting
1.2.1 Applicable State and Regional Plans

1.2.1.1 California Environmental Quality Act

CEQA requires the analysis of alternatives that avoid significant impacts; social and economic impacts
that could result in physical changes to the environment; and cumulativienpacts (California National
Resources Agency2016). In addition, CEQA encourages public disclosure and participation in the
environmental decision-making process through public hearings, public comment periods, and agency
responses to comments.

CEQAOANOEOAO OEA A1 Al UOE Qo ihddee drowth. CEGAA duiddir@s, Bectiomd 1 OE
pupcos8ci AQh OANBEOA OEAO Al OEOI T 1 Al &phoject dolildiidsterAT 60O
economic or population growth, or the construction of additional housing, either directly or indirectly,
intheOOOOT 01 AET ¢ ACaliiariaiNatibndliREsBuéces Agency, 2016)

Under CEQA, growth inducement is not necessarily considered detrimental, beneficial, or
environmentally significant. Typically, the growthinducing potential of a project is considered
substantial if it fosters growth or a concentration of population in excess of what is assumed in relevant
master plans, land use plans, or in projections made by regional planning agencies.

Sixth StreePARQroject June2019
Community Impact Assessment 1
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Substantial growth impacts could B manifested through the provision of infrastructure or service
capacity to accommodate growth beyond the levels currently permitted by local or regional plans and
policies. In general, growth induced by a project is considered a significant impact if iirectly or
indirectly affects the ability of agencies to provide needed public services, or if it can be demonstrated
that the potential growth significantly affects the environment in some other way.

1.2.1.2 Assembly Bill 1385 — California Complete Streets Act

Assembly Bill (AB) 1385, also known as the California Complete Streets Act, was adopted by the
#Al EZEl OTEA 30A0A , ACEOI AOOOA ET c¢nmyws8 ''" poyuv O/
multimodal transportation network that meets the needs of all sers of streets, roads, and highways,
defined to include motorists, pedestrians, bicyclists, children, persons with disabilities, seniors, movers

of commercial goods, and users of public transportation, in a manner that is suitable to the rural,
suburbanc® OOAAT AT 1 OA@O86 '" pouvy AT OOOAO OEAO 11 AAI
the needs of bicyclists, pedestrians, and public transit users, in addition to motorists.

1.2.1.3 California Senate Bill 743

California Senate Bill (SB) 743, which was sigdeinto law in 2013, requires the Office of Planning and
Research to amend th€ EQAguidelines for transportation impact analysis. Under SB 743, level of service
(LOS) and other measures of vehicular capacity or trafficongestion will no longer serve as the basis for
determining significant impacts for land use projects and plans. Measurements of transportation impacts
may include vehicle miles traveled (VMT), VMT per capita, automobile trip generation rates, or
automobile trips generated. SB 743 was enacted in order to balance the needs of congestion management
with statewide goals of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, developing multimodal transportation
networks, and promoting a diversity of land uses.

1.2.1.4 Quimby Act

Passed in the State of California in 1975, the Quimby Act allows governing bodies within a city or county
to dedicate land or impose fees for park or recreational purposes as a condition for the approval of
development projects (California Legislative Inform#éion, 2015). The goal of the Quimby Act is to require
developers to mitigate the impacts of their proposed developments, ensuring adequate acres of open
space for residents (three to five acres for every 1,000 residents).

1.2.1.5 Southern California Association of Governments

Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy

The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable
Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) is a lofrgnge plan that balances future mobilityand housing needs

with economic, environmental, and public health goal6Southern California Association of Governments,
2018). The SCAG region is made up of Imperial, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, and
Ventura Counties. The RTP/SCS includes input from local and tribal governments, transportation
commissions, nonRprofit organizations, businesses, and local stakelfders.

The strategies outlined in the RTP/SCS aim to help the region meet greenhouse gas emission reduction
goals, achieve Federal Clean Air Act requirements, preserve open spaces, improve public health, enhance

Sixth StreePARQroject June2019
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roadway safety, and support the movementfogoods and use of resources throughout the SCAG region.
The RTP/SCS includes over 4,000 transportation projects within the SCAG region, including highway
improvements, railroad grade separations, bicycle lanes, transit, and bridge replacements.

Regional Housing Needs Assessment

The Regional Housing Needs Assessm@HNA) quantifies the need for housing in jurisdictions within
the SCAGegion (Southern California Association of Goverments, 2012). SCAG conducts the RHNA every
eight years. The most recent assessment was completed in 2012 and covers a projection period between
2014 and 2021. The RHNA guides communities in decisions related to land use planning, resource
allocation, and addressing existing and future housing needs based on population, employment, and
household growth in the SCAG region.

1.2.2 Applicable Local Plans

1.2.2.1 City of Los Angeles Municipal Code

4EA #EOUB6O - O1 EAEDPAI #1 AA bDOT OEARAOof h&dity (Cth ¢ ©ds A OT O
Angeles, 2018b) The Municipal Code assists City offices, departments, and other governmental agencies

in carrying out their functions, and provides O EUAT O xEOE ET & Oi AOEI T OACAO
Chapter | of the Municipal Code governs planning, zoning, land regulations, development projects, and

other topics pertaining to land use. The chapter includes definitions and standards for differeland uses,

and identifies the land uses that are allowed in various zoning districts.

Los Angeles Fire Code

4EA ¢mpyx ,1T0 ''TCAITAO &EOA #1T AA EO DPAOO 1T &£ OEA +#
incorporates the requirements outlined in the Cafiornia Fire Code, as well as City amendments. The Fire

Code includes, but is not limited to, requirements regarding fire safety during construction, emergency
response, fire protection, and materials for existing and proposed building€ity of Los Angeles, 2017a)

Division 9 of the Fire Code provides requirements related to fire department access, and response
distance and fireflow requirements for different land uses.

Los Angeles Building Code

4EA 10 'TCATAO "OEI AET C #1 AA EO A ATIBPITATO T &£ O
provides regulations for the design, construction, quality of materials, use and occupancy, location, and
maintenance of allbuildings and structures. The Building Code includes guidelines for fireesistant

materials and construction, as well as requirements for firgorotection systems. In addition, the Building

Code provides safety guidelines, including requirements for extest illumination and safeguards during
construction.

Ordinance Number 184505

51 ARO #A1 EAI OTEA8O 10EIi AU ' AOGh / OAET AT AA . O AAO »p1
ATATI O PAU A OPAOE Al A OAAOA Aduiing] exgandbgh &@®impEhiAg /& ¢
park and recreational facilities for residents(City of Los Angeles, 2016b)The fees or acreage of land set

aside for park and recreationpurposes varies depending on the number of dwelling units and/or the

Sixth StreePARQroject June2019
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number of occupants per dwelling unit. Recreational sites and facilities must also be within a specified
radius of the proposed development.

City of Los Angeles Low Impact Development Ordinance

The Low Impact Development (LID) ordinance (Ordinance Number 181899), which became effective
May 2012, requires development and redevelopment projects to mitigate runoff in a manner that utilizes
natural resources to capture rainwater. The LID ordiance applies to all development and
redevelopment projects that create, add, or replace 500 square feet or more of impervious surface area.
The LID ordinance expands on the existing Standard Urban Mitigation Plaaquirements adopted in
2000, which only applied to projects falling under certain categorie$LA Sanitation, n.d.) Under the LID
ordinance, projects must implement LID Best Management Practices (BMP), as recommended in the
# E CDédeldpment Best ManagemeRractices HandbookCity of Los Angeles, 2011)LID BMPs include
infiltration, capture and use, and high efficiency bidiltration/retention system BMPs (i.e., infiltration
trenches and basins, dry wells, underground detentionhambers, permeable pavement, cisterns and rain
tanks, flow-through planters, and vegetated bioswales).

1.2.2.2 City of Los Angeles General Plan

10O OANOEOAA AU OEA 30A0A 1T &£ #Al EE O1 EAh OEA #EOU«
related to land use, circulation, housing, conservation, open space, noise, and safgtys Angeles
Department of City Planning, 2017c)To address goals that meet the unique needs of the City, the General

Plan also includes EEments related to health and wellness, air qualitygonservation,and public facilities
and servicesThe City is currently undertaking a comprehensive update to the General Plan

Framework Element

The General Plan Framework Element is a strategy for loagrm growth that guides updates to the
community plan andcitywide elements, as required by California State law (Government Code Section
65300) (City of Los Angeles, 1996)The Framework Element responds to state and federal mdates to
plan for the future by providing goals, policies, and objectives on a variety of topics, suchlasd use,
housing, urban form, open space, transportationa infrastructure and public services. Thd-ramework
Element features several implementation programs, which include amendments to community plans and
the zoning ordinance, and the establishment of development standards

Land Use Element

4EA AT A 50A ATAT AT O T &£ OEA #EOUG @5 c¢cohrmudipldn ar®as AT E
(along with LAX and Port Plans)within Los Angeles toprovide specific neighborhood-level detail, and

provide relevant policies and implementation strategies necessary to achieve the General Plan
objectives, needs and wishes of eeh community. Community Plans guide the future development in
neighborhoods by establishing goals and policies for land us8eneral land use maps were developed for

Boyle Heights and Central City NorttCommunity Plan areaswhere the Project Area is locatel. The
Community Plans for Boyle Heights and Central City North are currently undergoingpdates.

Boyle Heights Community Plan

The Boyle Heights Community Plan is part of thet§ of Los Angeles General Plan and discusses the major
planning land use issues and opportunities facing the community. The Boyle Heights Community Plan

Sixth StreePARQroject June2019
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Al 6i AOOAAI EOEAO A MEOAI Axi OE &£ O AAOGAI T pi AT O ET A
programs (City of Los Angeles, 1998)The portion of the Project Area east of theA Riveris located in

the Boyle Heights communityThe Boyle Heights Community Plan is currently being updated, with a draft
released in October 2011Los Angeles Department of City Planning, 2017b)

Central City North Community Plan

The Central City North Community PlaniesneoftheDi AT AOAAO OEAO Al I POEOA OE/
and includes land use policies and implementation programs fahe commurity (City of Los Angeles,
2000). The portion of the Project Area west of theARiver is located in the Central City North community.

The City is currently updating the Downtown Community Plan, also known as DTLA 2040 Plan, afhi

includes both the Central City North and Central City Community plan areflsos Angeles Department of

City Planning,n.d3 4EA DOI b1 OAA $4,! c¢mtm 01 AT ET OATAO O |,
population, housing, and employment. An emphasis on transit and new zoning tools are central to the
proposed DTLA 2040 Plan

Open Space Element

4EA | PAT 3PAAA %l AT AT O T £ OEA #EOUBSO ' AT AOAT o1 Al
interested citizens regarding the identification, preservation, conservation, and acquisition of open space

in the City (Los Angeles Department of City Planning, 1973Yhe Element aims to ensure that the City

has sufficient open space to meet its recre@mnal, environmental, health, and safety needs. In addition,

OEA %l AT AT O AEIi O O1 AiT OAOOGA AT A POAOGAOOA OEA #EO

Service Systems Element/Public Recreation Plan

The Public Recreation Plan includes policies and programs that emphasize neighborhood and
community facilities, including recreational sites and parks(City of Los Angeles, n.d.8) 4EA 01 Al
I AEAAOGEOGAOG ET Al OAA AAOGAT T PET ¢ OOAT AAOAOG &I O OEA

i AAOGET ¢ OEA #EOUBO OAAOAAOQEIT AT TAAAO AT A AAT AEEC
costsand environmental impacts.

Housing Element

4EA (1 OOET C %l ATAT O T &£ OEA #EOUBO0 ' AT AOGAT o1 AT E
TAARAAON AOOAAI EOEAO Ci Al Oh T AEAAOQOEOAOh AT Mestibes EAE A
programs that the City intends to implement to meet the diverse housing needs throughout the C{tyos

Angeles Department of City Planning, 2013)

The Housing Element includes goals, objectives, and policies for piding an adequate supply of housing,
expanding opportunities and resources for affordable housing, and providing housing and services to
meet the needs of the homeless or people at risk of homelessness. The Housing Element also discusses
development trends and future growth in the City, identifying opportunities for infill development and
redevelopment.

Sixth StreePARQroject June2019
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Safety Element

AEA 3AZEAOU %I AT AT O 1T &£ OEA #EOQOUGBGO ' AT AOAT 01 AT AAA
with natural disasters (Los Angeles Department of City Planning, 1996)The Safety Element includes

Cil Al 6h T AEAAOEOAOR AT A PiI1EAEAO OEAO COEAA OEA #
#EOUGO AAPAOOI AT O OAODI T OE AJaAd mibabion,fas welDas fespdnse addl AT 1
recovery operations. The Safety Element includes standards related to fire protection and prevention,

such as standards for the location and expansion of fire facilities, access to structures and clearances
around structures, and minimum road widths.

Mobility Plan 2035 (Circulation Element)

4EA #EOUB0O -1 AEI EOU 01 AT ¢ 1o vupda®s thieiCircdldtidh Eldrieft arid £ OE .
integrates the 2010 Bicycle Plar{Los Angeles Department of City Planning, 2016)The Mobility Plan
implements the requirements of AB 1385 byproviding the policy foundation for achieving a
transportation system that balances the needs of all road users. ToDbility Plan lays the foundation for

a network of complete streets and establishes new complete street standards that will provide safe and
efficient transportation for pedestrians (especially for vulnerable users such as children, seniors and the
disabled), bicyclists, transit riders, and car and truck drivers

1.2.2.3 Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Needs
Assessment

The LosAngeles Countywide Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment, initiated by the
Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation, provides an evaluation of the existing facilities
within individual study areas to determine levels of need foradditional parks (Los Angeles County
Department of Parks and Recreation, 2016)TheNeeds Asessment is intended to infornplanners and
decisionrmakers with regards to future funding, equitable allocation, staffing and programming, and
other needs. The latesNeeds Asessment was completed in 201@&xisting park facilities throughout the
County were inventoried, and this inventory includedocal parks, regional recreation parksandregional
open spaceparks.

1.2.2.4 Re:code LA

TheCiU6 O AQGEOOEI C :TTETC #1T AA xAO AAT DPOAA ET pwrtoes8
being developed through the Re:code LA effofLos Angeles Department of City Planning, 2014 he
Department of City Plah ET ¢ ET EOEAOAA 2%dgAlT AA , 1! EIT c¢mnpc¢ OI

transportation, employment, and housing demands based on changes in population size and
demographics. The new zoning code is being implemented through community plan updates, it dowt
apply to the entire city at once

1.2.2.5 L.A.’s Green New Deal (Sustainable City pLAn)

The City developed a Sustainable City pLAn (Plan) in 20561 A AT OPAAOAA AT 1T OAl O
Green New Deal, was released in 201®ffice of the Los Angeles Mayor, 2019 heplan consistsof 47

targets with milestones and initiatives for a clearer environment and a stronger economy. The plan

includes a vision for expanding tree canopy, providing greater access to parks open space, restoring the

Sixth StreePARQroject June2019
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LA River, and protecting biodiversity and natural areas. To help meet this vision, the plan established a
target of ensuringthe proportion of Angelenos living within 0.5 mile of a park or open space is at least
65 percent by 2025, 75 percent by 2035, and 100 percent by 2050. In addition, the plan includes a target
for creating 32 miles of bike paths and trails to increase puldiaccess to the LA River by 2028

1.2.2.6 Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan

The Los Angeles River Revitalization Master PlgiMaster Plan)includes plans to construct a continuous
river greenway, providing habitat restoration, open spaces, and pedestrian and bicycletpa along the
Los Angeles Rive(City of Los Angeles, 2007a)A few segments of the path have be@wonstructed, with

plans to extend the trail along the entire 32mile corridor. The primary goals of the Master Plan are:

Establishing design, land use, and development guidelines within the River zone;
Improving water quality, water resources, and ecologial functioning of the LA River;
Providing public access to the LA River;

Providing recreation, open space, and wildlife habitat;

1
1
1
1
1 Preserving and enhancing flood control features of the LA River; and
1

Increasing community awareness of the LA River.

To achieve these goals, the Master Plan includes visions for bikeways and pedestrian paths to the LA
River, including the Los Angeles River Bike Path Gap Closure Project to create a continuous greenway
adjacent to the LA River.

1.2.2.7 City of Los Angeles River Improvement Overlay District

NELEAAOEOA 1 6COOO ¢mnh c¢nmpth 3AAQEIT po8pyx 1 &£ OEA
establishment of the River Improvement Overlay (RIO) District. The RIO District is a special use district

that extends approximately0.5 mile from the Los Angeles Riverl(A River) through the communities of

Boyle Heights, Arts District, Lincoln Heights, and Chinatown Ea@tity of Los Angeles, 2007b)The RIO

District is intended to help the City coordinate land use development along the 3aile corridor of the
LA2EOAO xEOEET OEA #EOUB8O AiI O1T AAOEAOG8 7EOEET OEA
development regulations outlined in the Munigpal Code, including landscaping, screening/fencing,
lighting, and river access requirements

1.2.2.8 LA River Design Guidebook

The LA River Design Guidebook provides design recommendations that complement the Los Angeles
River Revitalization Master Plan ad the design guidelines associated with the RIOverlay (City of Los
Angeles, 2016) The Guidebook is intended for use by the communities of Boyle Heights, Arts District,
Lincoln Heights, and Chinatown East, and incorporateshé input of residents, stakeholders, and
representatives from these communities.

1.2.2.9 Comprehensive Homeless Strategy

The City developed theComprehensive Homeless Stratetgyaddress homelessness over the next ten
years as a joint effort between the City, County, and the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority

Sixth StreePARQroject June2019
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(LAHSA). The report provides over 60 recommendations for decision makers with regards to prioritizing
and allocating funding, including preventive strategies, case management, and housing servi¢&ity of
Los Angeles, 2016a)The key areas of the report include:

1 No Wrong Door: Allows hameless people to access housing services through any City agency (e.g.,
Los Angeles Police Department, Los Angeles Fire Department, and the Public Library System). Each
department will receive customized training to engage homeless people and connect thevith
services.

1 Coordinated Entry System: Streamlines the process for finding permanent housing with more
targeted and costeffective strategies.

9 Housing: Includes policies to streamline the planning and zoning process for permanent
supportive housing projects, and to increase the investment and use of housing subsidies and
vouchers. Suggests the conversion of public and private shelters into bridge and permanent
housing options and the expansion of emergency shelters ing&#-hour operations.

9 Assistance for the Homeless z El Nifio: Funding provided for inclement weather shelters and
other costs associated with El Nifio to avoid injury and loss of life.

1.2.2.10 Executive Directive 16

Executive Directive 16 provides City staff with the resources needed to implement theE@® U O
Comprehensive Homeless Strateflyos Angeles Mayor, n.d§ 4 EA $EOAAOQEOA EIi bl Al £
$1 1706 OOOAOAcCU OEAO All11Tx0O0 EITT AT AOGO PAIPI A O EA
$APAOCOI AT O OEAU OAAE EAI P &£O0iIi8 ' AOACAO 1T &£ Apouy
homelessness crisis, with 22% of funding dedicated to expanding services for the homeless provided by
LAHSA.

1.2.2.11 Measure H

Measure H is a County measure th& expected to generate $355 million annually for services to combat
homelessnesgLos Angeles County, n.d.Bervices include programs related to homelessness prevention,
foster care and youth, health and mentallness, outreach and case management,-gntry from justice
system, and unemployment.

1.2.2.12 Proposition HHH

The Proposition HHH Permanent Supportive Housing Loan Program is a program that was developed to
provide permanent supportive housing for homeless indivduals and those at risk of homelessness
throughout the City (Los Angeles Housing + Community Investment Department, n.dT)he program aims

to reduce homelessness by creating safe and affordable housing units and increasingdhbeessibility of
services and treatment programs.

Sixth StreePARQroject June2019
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1.3 Proposed Project

1.3.1 Project Description

The Sixth Street Viaduct Division of the City of Los Angeles (City) Department of Public Works (DPW),
Bureau of Engineering (BOE), is proposing the construction of the Sixth Street Park, Arts, Riger
Connectivity Improvements (PARC) Project. The Sixth Street PARC Project includes the creation of public
recreational space on approximatelyl3 acres in areas underneath and adjacent to th@pcoming Sixth
Street Viaduct (Viaduct)in the City of Los Angels.

The proposed Project would be located under and adjacent to the Viadumttween Mateo Street to the

west andthe United States Highway 101 (U.S. 101) to the east the city of Los AngelegProject Area)

(see Figure 1-1, Regional LocationFigure 1-2, Project Location, and~igure 1-3, Project Area) The

Project Areg which includes the potential area of direct and indirect impacts resulting from the proposed
Project, spansfrom the Downtown Los AngelesArts District over the Los Angeles River@®iverd6 1 O O, !
2 E O)AocGh@ neighborhood ofBoyle Heightson the east side of the River

The Sixth Street Viaduct was a vital connection between Downtown Los Angeles and Boyle Heigfitg.
majority of the Project Area is currently a construction site for he Sixth StreetViaduct Replacement
Project, which began in 2016. As suchhe Project Area primarily consists offencing around an area of
exposed soilwith staged construction equipment and materials

The Project Area is located in Councl BIOOEAO pt AO OEA AT 01 AAOU 1 &£ OEA
North and Boyle Heights Community Plan areakand uses along the north and south sides of the Viaduct

are predominately industrial and commercial. The nearest residence borders thwortheastern edge of

the Project Area at the intersection of South Clarence Street and Inez Street, and the eastern edge of the
Project Area at the intersection of Boyle Avenue and Whittier Boulevard.

Railroad corridors are adjacent tothe east and west baks of the LA River within the Project Area.The

Los AngelesMetropolitan Transportation Authority ( Metro), Southern California Regional Rail Authority
(SCRRA)Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF)Amtrak, andUnion Pacific Railroad (UPRR)wn and/or

operate railroad corridors within the Project Area.The, T O ' T CAT A0 $APAOOI AT O 1 &
(LADWP) Transmission Right of Way (TLRW) is also located along the east and west banks of the River.

The segment of the LARIiver within the Project Areais a trapezoidal concretelined channel whichserves
as a flood control channel that receives stormwater runoff from the surrounding watershed. The River
discharges to an estuarysouth of the project areain Queensway Bayin the Long Beach HarborAn
existing tunnel (LA River Access Tunneljs located under therailroad tracks west of the River. LADWP
TLRW used this tunnelto access the River from Santa Fe Avenughe City of Los Angeleswns and
operates this tunnel.

1.3.2 Proposed Project Elements

The proposed Projectwould create public recreational space on approximatelyl3 acres in areas
underneath and adjacent to the ViaductApproximately 5.8 acres of the PARC would be directly under
the Viaduct.The proposed Project is divided into the following ections: (1) West Park, which is located
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in the Central City North Community Plan; (2) Arts Plaza and River Gateway, which is located in the
Central City North Community Plan and along the west and east banks of the Rker channel; and (3)

East Park, which is located ithe Boyle HeightsCommunity Plan (seeFigure 1-4, Project Site).

AEA #EOUGO $APAOOI AT O T &£/ 2AAOAAOCETT AT A 0AOEO 1 0O ¢
activities for the proposed Project.Table 1-1 provides the proposed programming activities and

assumed traffic generatorsfor the proposed ProjectFigure 1-5, Proposed Site Plarshows the proposed

site plan for the proposed Project. Construction would be divided into two phaseBhase | would consist

of constructing the General Park Elements as well as East Park, West PArls Plaza and River Gateway

Phase Il could consist of installingeinforced concrete planted terraces along the banks of the LA River.

1.3.2.1 Phasel

Construction within Phase | may be phased from East to West as space becomes available below the
Viaduct. The following elements would be constructed as part of Phase | of the proposed Project:

General Park Elements

1 Typical park site furnishings and amenities, whictwould include benches, tables, bike racks,
bicycle rentals, kiosks, drinking fountains, safety bollards, lighting and signage, fenciggtes, trash
receptacles/enclosuresand equipment and maintenance storage unit(s);

1 Pedestrian paths, bicycle paths and cmections,and internal park roadways and service roads
9 Park lighting;

1 Minor relocations of existingstreet lighting along Santa Fe Avenue, Mission Road, and Anderson
Street within the Project Areg

1 Pedestrian street lighting on Santa Fe Avenue, Anders&treet, and South Clarence Street;

1 Public art sculptures (up to 30 feet high, 24 feet wide, by 11 feet long) and associated interpretive
exhibits;

9 Utility connections (electrical and plumbing);

9 Utility relocations and undergrounding in some areas may be requireddther miscellaneous utility
improvements such as installation of WAFi, security cameras, and hookups for food trucks,
temporary performance equipment (sound and lighting), and water;

9 Sitesoil would beremediated to standards acceptable by the Los Angeles County Fire Department
(LaCoFD) prior to proposed Project construction®me il remediation activities mayalsobe
required during construction;

9 Irrigation systems and openspace;
1 Demolition of existing urban infrastructure, such as pavement and roadways;

1 Connectivity improvements, which may include, but are not limited toa pedestrian activated
crosswalk signalon Santa Fe Avenuea speed table at the continental crosswaltn Santa Fe
Avenue,and speed tables with solaspowered rectangular rapid flashing beacons at South Clarence
Street,Mission Roadand South Anderson Street
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Table 1-1: Programming Activities and Assumed Traffic Generators

Table of Contents

Estimated AFTIOMIEE
: Approximate Event Time of
Event Type Location . Annual .
Event Capacity Duration day/week
Frequency
(hours)
24 events:
Concerts, Arts Plaza, stage 1.000 (2) 1000persons 3 Evenings;
performances area ' (10) 206persons Weekends
(12) 50persons
Concerts, East Park flex 2,000 26 events:
Performances, play and (1,000 each area) (4) 500persons 6 Evenings;
Events, performance (20) 100persons Weekends
Festivals lawns (2) (2) 1000persons
East Park soccer 100 104 Evenings;
Soccer games . i . 2.5
fields (50 each field) (twice a week) Weekends
Soccer East Park soccer 50 104 1.0 Evenings;
practice fields (25 each field) (twice a week) ' Weekends
(2-day Tournaments)
East Park Sport Under 10 Division = Al d
ast Par orts a
Soccer courts IIc_av[\jns >10/day 1-2 times per year| (9:00 . All Da
Tournament and Fléx Cour£ Under 8 Division = pery (8:00 Mg y
510/day 00 p.m.)
2,040 total
Volleyball, East Park fle Evenings;
y K flex 25 104 2 vening
futsal games court Weekends
Bask I East Park fl Evenings;
asketba ast Park flex 25 104 5 venings;
games court Weekends
Cafe and 50 . 11 a.mg 7 days/
Arts Plaza Intermittent
outdoor plaza 7 p.m. week
Evenings;
Concessions East Park 25 Intermittent Intermittent venings,
Weekends
Farmers 4 (8 a.m Mornings;
Various 150 52 (8amc g
Market 12 p.m.) Weekends
3,300 .
East Park x| 1,300 1-2 times per year All day
ast Par
Large Event . . (flex lawn 1c 1, (1) 5,000person | (11:00amc | Al Day
Various Locationy  flex lawn 2¢ 1,500 N 10:00 )
event/year : .m.
basketball court; 500) y P
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f Landscapingx T O1 A AA AT 1 OEOOAT O xEOE OEA #EOUB8O 2)/ [ O
xEEAE OANOEOAO OEAO xu DPAOAAT O I &£ ATU DPOT EAAOGO
combination of native trees, plants and shrubs, species defined as WatershedWise (tlanate
adapted and noninvasive plants), or species listed in the Los Angeles River Master Plan
Landscaping Guidelines and Plant Palette;

1 Retaining wall(s), whichwould be betweenapproximately 2- and 17-feet high; and

Stormwater infrastructure improvements, which would include proposed stormwater
drainage systems that would capture runoff from the proposed Project Site and tributary
Viaduct areas, route stormwater to structural and LID BMPs (e.g., proprietary vaults with
media-filled cartridges, catch basin filter inserts, incidental infiltration during sheet flow
and within localized vegetated basins, and below-grade capture and use systems), and
discharge to existing stormwater drainage facilities that drain to the LA River.East Park

9 East Building with approximately 332-square-foot concession area252-square-foot public
restrooms, and 635square-foot office space and 574square-foot storage space foCity of Los
Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP)

1 Two synthetic turf soccer fields with field lighting, one for youth Undes8 players, and one for youth
Under-10 players;

1 Oneflexible play and performance lawnand potential second flexible playand performance lawn
with combined capacity to hold events up to approximately 300 people;

Adult-sized flexible sports court for basketball, futsal, and volleyball;
Salvaged bridge light poles and salvaged arch as barrier/seat wall;
Nature walk, meadav and adult fithess circuit;

Slash padwith outdoor shower;

Designated picnic and grilling areas;

Landscaped seating areas and rain gardens;

Small dog and large dog play areas;

=A =4 =4 =4 4 4 -4 =4

Parking plaza with 14 dedicatedspaces onsite (approximately 9 of which would be used by RAP
staff);

T CEEI AOAT 8§ Gnddl AU AOAA

1 Skate park elements.

West Park/Arts Plaza and River Gateway

1 Oneapproximately 630-square-foot cafébuilding with outdoor plaza seating;

1 Oneapproximately 172-square-foot building with public restrooms;

Sixth StreePARQroject June2019
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1 Arts Plaza performance area(s), public gathering/assembly areas with capacity up to approximately
1,000 people;

One fexible play and performance lawn;
Adult fithess equipment;

Small dog and large dog play areas;
Landscaped seating area;

Rain garden;

=A =/ =/ =4 =4 =4

Reconstruction and rehabilitation of existing pedestrian/vehicular LA River Access linnel entrance
to the River(widening the tunnel opening;resurfacingthe tunnel entryway, pavement, and tunnel
floor; painting; and lighting improvements). Installation of safety features including removable
bollards or a gate to restrict vehicle access to the tunnel and warning devices to deter pedestrian
access during flood events

1 Space fo future electric vehicle charging station and City of Los Angeles Department of
Transportation (LADOT) mobility hub elements;

1 Space for secure bike parkingnd space for Metro bikeshare; and

1 Space for future landscaped garden areas.
1.3.2.2 Phasell

Phase llcould include the installation of reinforced concrete planted terraces on up to approximately

20,000 square feet of thevest and east banks of the LA River channédee Figure 1-6, River Channel

Design Conceptand Figure 1-7, River Channel Site Plgn Terracing would be up to approximately 10

feet wide and located as high as possible on th@est and eastLA River banks above the estimated
ordinary high water mark. The terraces would be anchored into the existing slope liner and would not
require excavation into the LA River channel. All landscaping would consist of species included in the Los
'TCAIT AO 2EOGAO - AOOAO o1 AT |, AT AGAAPET ¢ ' OEAAI ET AO
Ordinance (Ordinance Number 183145). Existingaessto the LA Riverwould be maintained.

1.3.2.3 Impervious Surface Areas

The proposed Project would remove approximately 2.1 acres of impervious surfaces, which includes any
remaining asphalt or concrete pavement within the Project Site and the removal of existing roadway
pavement and sidewalk for the street improvements. The proposed Project would result in a net increase
of impervious surfacesdue to the construction ofhardscaping, sports courts, buildings, playgrounds, and
other public amenities. When including the imprvious surface area from the upcoming Viaduct
overhead, the net increase in impervious surfaces as a result of the proposed Project would be
approximately 1.4 acres. With implementation of the proposed Project, the Project Site would consist of
approximately 8.9 acres (71%) of impervious surfaces (including the Viaduct overhead) and up to
approximately 4.1 acres (29%) of pervious surfaces.
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Figure 1-6: River Channel Design Concept
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1.3.2.4 PARC Operations & Lighting

The proposedoperation hours of the PARC would be between 5:00 a.m. and 10:30 p.m. in accordance

with Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 63.44&Recreational lighting would largely be limited to the
proposed operaion ET OO0 AT A x1 O1' A AA AT 1 OEOOAAnORIG Gr@itanc®E A  #
(Ordinance Number 183145). There would be higher light levels around the sports fields to help
transition from the brighter fields to the typical paths. Lighting for security would be installed throughout

the PARC to protect people and rpperty, and illuminated in accordance with the Illuminating
Engineering Society (IES) standarddES RF33-14 Lighting for Exterior EnvironmentAT A ) %3 ' Zp:
Security Lighting for People, Property and Public Spacas updated by IES -&-16 Guide for Seurity

Lighting for People, Property and Critical Infrastructurd.uminaires with shielded optics would be used

and the PARC would be designed to infill lighting in areas where architectural and bridge elements could
impede the flow of light.

1.3.2.5 Real Estate Acquisitions

No right-of-way (ROW) or temporary construction easementsvould be required and no displacenents

or relocations would result OT I OEA DOl bil OAA 001 EAAO8 (1 xAOAOh A
required from property owners at the boundaries of the Project Site that border adjacent private
properties. In these areas, the contractor may needtenter private properties in order to complete
construction work within the Project Site.

1.3.2.6 Project Schedule

The proposed Project would include two construction phase€onstruction of Phase | would begin at or
near the completion of the ViaductReplacement Project. The Viaduct construction is expected to be
completed by the end of 2021, but is subject to change. The duration of construction for Phase | is
expected to last approximately two years. Assuming Phase | construction starts at the end26@1,
construction is anticipated to be completed by the end of 2023.

Phase Il elements would be constructed independently of Phase | elements. The duration of Phase Il is
assumed to be 6 months. Construction may proceed concurrently with Phase | or mascor after Phase

I. The timing of construction depends on a number of variables, such as availability of funding for design
and construction, as well as review and approval of LA River modifications from the United States Army
Corps of Engineers. For purpses of this environmental review, Phase | and Il construction activities are
assumed to overlap, with Phase | from 20222023 and Phase Il in 2022.

1.3.3 No Project Alternative

Under the NoProject Alternative, the areaof the approximately 13-acre Project Sitewould remain as
vacant land and an indstrial and freight corridor. The land is comprised of a combination of City, State,
and California Department of Transportation Caltrans) right-of-way, which could potentially be used as
a storage area. Under the NBroject Alternative, no public park amenities would be constructed and no
landscaping, lighting, or pedestrian improvements would be made. No improvements to the LA River
channel, including terracing and landscaping, would be made.
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1.3.4 Project Purpose

The proposed Project has the following objectives

Serve the open space and recreational needs of surrounding communities;

Connect and improve neighborhoods;

yT AT OPT OAOA OOOOAET AAT A AARAOGECT AT 1 OEOOAT O xEOE

Encourage active modesfdransportation and public transit;

=A =/ =4 =4 =4

Promote beneficial stormwatertreatment and/or capture; and

91 Provide safe pedestrian and bicycle access to the LA River

1.4 AssessmenProcess and Methodology Used
1.4.1 Study Areas

The primary geographic areas that are consided in the analysis of this CIA include the following:

1 Project Site: The approximately 13acre footprint of the proposed Project that includes the areas of
the proposed West Park, Arts Plaza and River Gateway, East Park, and roadway improvemesss (
Figure 1-4, ProjectSite).

91 Project Area: The area of directand indirect impacts resulting from construction and operation of
the proposed Project(seeFigure 1-3, Project Areg.

1 Project Study Area: The area that includes the Project Area and a surrounding hatfile buffer (see
Figure 1-8, Project Study Area

1 Community Plan Area s: The area intuded in the Central City Northand Boyle Heights Community
Plan Areas (sed-igure 1-9, Community Plan Area).

9 Block Groups: The14 block groups that overlap vith or are in proximity to the Project Area,as
defined by the United States (U.S.) Census Bureate listed in Table 1-2 (seeFigure 1-10, Block
Groups).

1.4.2 Demographic Data

Demographic data for the Project Area, City, and County were obtained from the United StaBEsus
Bureau. Datasets from the 2012017 American Community Survey (ACS)-¥ear Estimates were used
(United States Census Bureau, 2018Jhe ACS is a mandatory, ongoing statistical survey that samples a
small percentage of the population every year to provide estimates on various community
characteristics. The 5Year Estimates include data collected over aYear period to provide the most
reliable estimates for a communityWhen available, demographic data waslso collected from the 2000

and 2010 United Status Censuses. The United States Census is updated every ten years, with the 2010
Census being the most recent.
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Demographic data was obtained for the City and County, as well as block groups, which are-sub
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components of census tracts. Thecensus tracts and block groups that overlap with or are in proximity to
the Project Arealisted in Table 1-2 (seeFigure 1-10, BlockGroups). Two block groups are inthe Central
City North Community Plan areaand 12 block graups are in Boyle Height€Community Plan area

Table 1-2: Census Tracts and Block Groups

Census Tract

Block Groups Within Census Tract

Central City North Co

mmunity Plan

Census Tract 2060.31

BlockGroup 1

Block Group 2

Boyle Heights Community Plan

Census Tract 2035.00

Block Groud

Block Group 3

Block Group 1

Census Tract 2044.10

Block Group 2

Census Tract 2044.20

Block Group 1

Block Group 2

Census Tract 2046

Block Group 1

BlockGroup 2

Census Tract 2060.32

Block Group 1

Block Group 2

Block Group 3

Census Tract 2060.50

Block Group 1

Source(United States Census Bureau, 2018)
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1.5 Communitylnvolvement

1.5.1 Project Stakeholders
|

Over 3,000 neighbors, stakeholders, and interested parties who live or work within a 1,50@0o0t radius
were contacted regardinghe proposed Project The mailing list included manycommunity organizations
in proximity to the Project Study Area which include but are not limited ta

1 Business improvement districts
Community and neighborhood councils
Arts and cultural centers

Retirement communities;

Youth education centers

Housing developmentand community services organizations

= =/ =2 =4 4 =4

Organizations supporting the homeless, lovincome families,minorities, and other people of need
and

1 Natural and historic preservation groups

Table 1-3 includes a list ofresponsible agencies that were contacted regardinghe proposed Project
Other public agencies in proximity to the Project Area were also contacted.

Table 1-3: Responsible Agencies

Responsible Agency Anticipated Permits , Approvals , and Related Issues
Federal
United States Army Corps of Engineers Rivers and Harborct Section 408 Permit, includes Nationg
(USACE) Environmental Quality Act (NEPA) approval
Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 404 Permit
Federal Railroad Administration Any applicable permits
Federal Transit Administration Any applicable permits
State
Department of Toxic Substances Control Any applicable permits
California Department of Fish & Wildlife Section 1602 Streambed Alteration Agreement
California State Historic Preservation Office | Section 106 consultation
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http://www.sixthstreetviaduct.org/parcoutreach
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fashion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metro_Rail_(Los_Angeles_County)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Department_stores
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Movie_palaces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Financial_District,_Los_Angeles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Angeles_City_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adaptive_reuse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Local_ordinance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loft_apartment







































































































































































































































































































